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R E P O R T  T O  M E M B E R S

T
he IEEE Computer Society has established a 
reputation for excellence within the comput-
ing field. As a component of the IEEE, the 
Computer Society’s activities parallel those of 
37 other IEEE societies and councils serving 

the computing and engineering disciplines. Representing 
by far the largest IEEE society contingent, the Computer 
Society has 85,000 members, approximately 60 percent 
of whom are full IEEE members.

Recognizing the influence of the IEEE leadership over 
the Computer Society and in turn the power of Com-
puter Society members’ votes to influence the selection 
of the IEEE leadership, we posed questions to this year’s 
IEEE president-elect candidates. Because this election 
determines who will serve as president-elect in 2009, 
president in 2010, and past president in 2011—vital 
positions within the IEEE’s governing body—our mem-

bers must cast informed votes.
Our volunteer leaders have identified the following 

questions as essential to the Computer Society, the IEEE, 
and the Computer Society’s relationship with the IEEE. 
The first response to each question states the Computer 
Society’s position. These positions synthesize the views 

Year 2000. He received the 2005 IEEE PES Chapter 
Outstanding Engineer Award. 

Ray is a member of the Young Presidents Organiza-
tion, a group of 10,000 young leaders from around 
the world.

For more information about his candidacy, see www.
pedroray.org.



Question 5: Professional 
Development

A n important role and contribution of 
the IEEE to industry is to improve the 
caliber of professionals, whether cur-

rently employed or about to enter the work force. 
Professional development activities and continu-
ing education are valued by industry members 
and their managers and are key to membership 
retention. However, the IEEE has offered limited 
products for continuing education, self-directed 
learning, and credentialing. 

In your opinion, how much importance should 
the IEEE place on professional development for its 
members? 

How can the IEEE help its Societies offer profes-
sional development products and services? 

As IEEE president, how would you support pro-
fessional development activities?

Computer Society Position
Professional development and continuing education are 

important for individual members and their employers. 
The Computer Society has offered self-directed learning 
as a member benefit, and it is expanding its software engi-
neering certification program to include a credential for 
entry-level professionals. 

The IEEE can help Societies like the Computer Society 
by providing resources for market research, marketing 
and administrative support, and funding for new initia -
tive projects aimed at professional development. The IEEE 
president can support these efforts by making support for 
career development and lifelong learning a priority for his 
presidential year. 

Moshe Kam

I believe we need to explore three principal avenues 
to assist members with professional development.

Expand the all-IEEE continuing education prod-
uct IEEE Expert Now  and make it the IEEE’s 
premier vehicle for high-quality asynchronous 
learning of the state of the art for practitioners. 
The product needs to respond to market needs 
and demonstrate a good balance between breadth 
and depth. 
Develop a professional certification program 
within the IEEE that will develop, market, and 
administer certification series based on the needs 
of industry.
Expand our professional activities—currently 
focused in the US—to all of the IEEE. Develop 
programs customized by career stage and career 
objectives, and make full use of the Internet for 
dissemination of information, mentoring, and 
counseling. Within this effort, re-examine the 
Graduates of the Last Decade operation to ensure 
that we provide GOLD members with relevant 
professional development opportunities.

•

•

•

Pedro Ray

Professional development activities and continuing 
education shall be critical core activities of the IEEE. 
As such, I propose the creation of a Professional 
Development Activities Board, whose main purpose 
will be to promote continuing education, self-directed 
learning, and certification programs. Societies play 
a big role as they are the developers of the content 
of the programs. But instead of being offered Soci-
ety by Society, such programs will be offered in a 
more multidisciplinary format. This format allows 
for more collaboration between different Societies. 
Revenues from the program will be shared by the 
content creators.
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